
SFHSS.ORG

Cataract White Paper and Update
Health Service Board Meeting | February 14, 2019



— 1 — SFHSS.ORG

Cataract Surgery Coverage Recommendation

SFHSS recommends maintaining traditional 
cataract surgery coverage in our medical plans 

based on the findings gathered from subject 
matters experts, network health plans, and 

clinical research. 
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Overview of Traditional vs. Laser-Assisted Surgery Technique
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Rationale

• Traditional cataract surgery and the most common type of artificial lens (monofocal) are 
considered the standard of care, usually medically necessary, and are covered under Medicare

• Patients who have traditional surgery and implant a basic artificial lens will need glasses for 
reading and even sometimes distance 

• Electing to use laser-assisted cataract surgery and investing in premium artificial lenses to 
eliminate dependence on glasses is based on cosmetic preference, usually not medically 
necessary, and is not routinely covered under Medicare. 

• All types of artificial lenses (basic and premium) can be implanted using the traditional cataract 
surgery technique with proper measurement by the treating physician to guide accurate incision 
and placement. 

• There is no evidence of improved patient outcome in laser-assisted surgery and it is associated 
with slightly higher complication rates. 

• Laser assisted surgical time is longer compared to traditional cataract surgery. 

• Traditional cataract surgery supports the most cost-effective delivery and value of HSS benefits to 
members. 
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NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION | January–December 2016February 14, 2019

Average Cost of Cataract Surgery 
with No Insurance per eye (2017) 
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Percentage of LASIK Surgeons 
Charging these fees per eye (2017) 


